Origins of the language James Gosling and others at Sun, 1990 -95 Oak language for "set-top box"
• small networked device with television display -graphics -execution of simple programs -communication between local program and remote site -no "expert programmer" to deal with crash, etc.
Internet application
• simple language for writing programs that can be transmitted over network actually, java array covariance was done for less noble reasons …: it made some generic "bcopy" (memory copy) and like operations much easier to write... I proposed to take this out in 95, but it was too late (...). i think it is unfortunate that it wasn't taken out... it would have made adding genericity later much cleaner, and [array covariance] doesn't pay for its complexity today. wnj
Java Exceptions
Similar basic functionality to ML, C++ 
